
Centralized syndromic PCR testing with the flexibility
to test just what is relevant and needed

cobas® Respiratory flex

Intended Use

cobas® Respiratory flex for use on the cobas® 5800/6800/8800 systems is an automated, multiplex, nucleic acid test that utilizes 
real-time polymerase chain reaction (PCR) technology for simultaneous in vitro qualitative detection and differentiation of adenovirus 
(species B, C and E), common human coronaviruses (229E, HKU1, NL63, OC43), human metapneumovirus, human rhinovirus/entero-
virus, influenza A virus, influenza B virus, parainfluenza viruses 1, 2, 3,  and 4, respiratory syncytial virus (RSV), and SARS-CoV-2 in 
nasopharyngeal swab specimens obtained from individuals with signs and symptoms of respiratory tract infections in conjunction with 
clinical and epidemiological risk factors.

Existing cobas® 
5800/6800/8800 systems 
are ready right now.  

Simplify lab logistics by 
offering a customizable 
solution out of one 
test kit.

cobas® Respiratory flex 
is designed for flexibility 
- to allow customers to 
test only what’s needed 
promoting diagnostic 
stewardship.

Key parameters

Sample type

Minimum amount of 
sample

Technology

Size and open kit 
stability

Targets
Adenovirus (species B, C and E), common human coronaviruses (229E, HKU1, 
NL63, OC43), human metapneumovirus, human rhinovirus/enterovirus, influenza A virus, influenza B 
virus, parainfluenza viruses 1, 2, 3, and 4, respiratory syncytial virus (RSV), and SARS-CoV-2

nasopharyngeal swab samples collected in Copan Universal Transport Medium System (UTM-RT®) or BD™ 
Universal Viral Transport System (UVT) or equivalent

0.4 mL

First assay using Roche’s proprietary TAGS technology (temperature activated generation of signal) to 
enable higher multiplex within existing hardware and system software.

192 tests; 90 days with 40 re-uses

Acute respiratory tract infections are significant causes of worldwide morbidity and mortality.1-5 

Because many acute respiratory illnesses present with similar symptoms and because there are 
now different types of  treatment available for some, it’s important to quickly identify the viral 
pathogen causing symptoms. Quick and accurate identification can lead to proper treatment 
within an effective time frame and help prevent further transmission.



Test performance6

PPA

Influenza A

Target virus

Influenza B

RSV

SARS-CoV-2

Adenovirus

Human Metapneumovirus

Enterovirus and Rhinovirus

Common Human Coronaviruses 
(229E, HKU1, NL63, OC43)

Parainfluenza virus 1

Parainfluenza virus 2

Parainfluenza virus 3

Parainfluenza virus 4

100.0%

100.0%

96.0%

98.4%

100.0%

96.3%

83.9%

96.4%

100.0%

100.0%

95.8%

97.4%

NPA

99.1%

99.8%

99.8%

98.2%

98.4%

99.8%

98.4%

97.3%

99.3%

99.6%

99.9%

99.5%

Ordering information

cobas® Respiratory flex P/N:  09623701190

cobas® Respiratory flex Control Kit P/N:  09623728190

cobas® Respiratory flex Buffer Negative 
Control Kit

P/N: 09051953190 (or P/N:  07002238190 for 68/8800 only)

cobas® Microbial Inactivation Solution 
(sold separately) P/N:  08185476001

COBAS is a trademark of Roche. 
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